The current study uses a longitudinal, mixed-method approach to investigate the role that new media, such as social networking sites and video chat, play in cross-cultural adaptation and international student friendship network development. Results indicate that international students significantly increase and adapt their new media use while abroad to communicate globally with their friends and family, and locally with their newly formed relationships. Furthermore, social networking site host national friends do not necessarily lead to the development of face-to-face host national friends; however, interaction with established face-to-face host national friends and friend groups via new media platforms leads to an increased understanding of host communication patterns. Finally, this study proposes that researchers who apply Kim's [1] cross-cultural adaptation theory consider incorporating Host New Media Communication as a principal concept.
Introduction
In 1977, Stephen Bochner and colleagues analyzed the friendship networks of international students and distilled the networks into three categories: co-nationals, multi-nationals, and host nationals, theorizing that these friendship types served unique psychological functions for individuals in new cultural environments [2] [3]. Four decades later, due to innovative new media such as social networking sites and video chat, the way in which international students manage these newly developed friendships has evolved. Furthermore, new media facilitates continuous contact with distant family and friends while enabling individuals to stay abreast of the social, cultural, and political life of their home culture [4] . Consequently, individuals can support relationships globally and locally, depending on the manner in which they exploit the new media resources afforded to them [5] .
Understanding the impact that new media use has on the interpersonal relationship development of those living in new cultural environments is important for a holistic understanding of adaption [6] . Past research indicates that international student's friendship networks have an influential role in the cross-cultural adaptation process [1] [7] . More specifically, the intercultural relations' literature is littered with studies linking positive outcomes for individuals who establish friendship with those from the host country [8] [9] [10] [11] . However, social networking sites such as Facebook have arguably muddled the concept and definition of friendship [12] , making international student friendship network research more conceptually and operationally complex, particularly when analyzed longitudinally. Furthermore, literature from multiple disciplines suggests that online and offline peer networks are not necessarily two separate spaces due to the mutual influence they can have on each other [13] . Indeed, several researchers have examined the interplay between social networking site (SNS) friends and face-to-face (FtF) 1 friends [14] [15] [16] ; although no researchers have specifically focused on the association between SNS host national friends and FtF host national friends in a study abroad context. The current study uses a mixedmethod approach to longitudinally examine this offline-online friendship dichotomy over the course of a semester, as well as overall SNS and video chat usage patterns to better explain new media's role in the cross-cultural adaptation process. It is particularly beneficial to pair the inherent temporality of adaption concepts with longitudinal operationalization since we are attempting to unpack processes, not just a cross-section of a process. Finally, much of the literature examining the effects of international students' new media use is situated in Anglo or
European countries. The current study analyzes international students from around the world living in Buenos Aires, Argentina, an ideal country due to its history of receiving foreign students, and the recent international student surge over the last decade [17] [18] .
The structure of this article is as follows; the first section presents Kim's [1] cross-cultural adaptation theory, a commonly used and recommended integrative intercultural communication theory [19] [20] [21] [22] , discusses potential new media influences, and poses two research questions. The second section presents the longitudinal, mixed-method procedure, gives an overview of the Argentine educational environment, and analyzes the two research questions.
The third section offers a discussion outlining the implications of these findings 1 For this investigation the acronym SNS refers to social networking sites while FtF is short for face-to-face. In most cases they appear as adjectives describing friendship connections online (SNS friends) versus offline (FtF friends).
for cross-cultural adaptation theory and international education, study limitations, and directions for future research.
New Media and Cross-Cultural Adaptation
New media are the new methods and social practices of communication, representation, and expression that have developed using the digital, multimedia networked computer and the way this device has transformed both mass and interpersonal communication mediums [23] . New media is a global term that unifies a multifaceted mix of characteristics; including digital, interactive, hypertextual, virtual, networked, and simulated [23] . The current study uses the term new media as an overarching concept that includes future technological and media change and is not limited to those particular media which are new at the time of writing [23] . Using a broadly defined term such as new media follows Kim's [1] recommendation that in order to better inform the multidimensional reality of the cross-cultural adaptation phenomenon researchers must seek to expand the conceptual domain.
Kim's [1] cross-cultural adaptation theory predicts and explains the dynamic transformation process that individuals undergo when entering new cultural en-
vironments. An individual's ability to communicate effectively with locals is central to this process and said ability is best acquired through participation in host social communication, which is the formation of interpersonal relationships with host nationals, and through participation in host mass communication such as watching local television, reading local newspapers, and listening to local radio. These two forms of communication have undergone considerable changes in recent years.
Wimmer and Dominick [24] modified their definition of mass media (i.e. the channels that carry mass communication) to include smart media such as smartphones, smart TVs, and tablets. These media are essentially hand-held computers that make international students' mass communication activities more interactive. Students can produce and share information with the masses while simultaneously consuming traditional host mass communication on the same device [24] . One example of the relationship between traditional mass media and new media comes from a study linking television viewing and increased promiscuity in SNS friending behavior [14] . Further examining the nuanced ways in which new media advances in mass communication consumption and production influence the cross-cultural adaptation process is necessary [20] , however not the principal objective of this investigation. The current research focuses on the influence that new media has on international students' interpersonal communication activities with host nationals.
With the presence of new media such as SNS, international students can facilitate interpersonal relationships with host nationals through diverse means [25] .
New media not only provide additional forums for interaction, but these interactions are through mediums in which the burgeoning host national friendships are merely a click away, helping to overcome the linguistic and commu-nicative barriers that may be present during intercultural communication situations [26] . Along with providing additional mediums for participation in host social communication, new media also enhance communication with distant relationships.
With the introduction of SNS and video chat programs, international students are better able to maintain communication with family, friends, and other previously established support networks [13] . Video chat allows individuals to share activities and spend time together, resulting in stronger feelings of connectedness. With the addition of a variety of nonverbal communicative elements video chat programs represent face-to-face settings that produce intimate, shared living experiences capable of connecting two locations more than other computer mediated technologies [27] . However, whether this continuous and potentially intimate communication with distant relationships facilitates more successful adaptation to new cultural environments is up for debate [28] . Researchers have identified links between sojourner media use oriented toward the home country with poor emotional adjustment [29] and less psychological adaptation [30] . Conversely, Savicki [10] reported no relationship between individuals who reported more online contact with distant relationships and less contact with the host culture. Studies analyzing new media use patterns within the new cultural environment suggest that, although new media use helps students build co-national support networks [31] [32] , it works to direct students into co-national groups and discourages integration [33] . Such discouraged integration is problematic considering that participation in interpersonal communication activities with co-nationals restricts one's ability to form friendship with host nationals [1] [9], acquire linguistic and cultural knowledge [34] , and affects gains in intercultural learning [35] . Cemilcilar et al. [4] argue that if new media use is used only as a socialization supplement it should positively influence and not hinder the adaptation process. Indeed, current literature strongly implies that the Internet plays a positive role in reestablishing peer networks for those in transition [13] . Various authors suggest that those who take advantage of technology afforded to them are better connected [4] [36] and that SNS such as Facebook can facilitate the maintenance of close friendships and distant relationships [37] [38] . Rui and Wang [26] stress that the effects of SNS use on cross-cultural adaptation are likely dependent on who the international students are communicating with. Consequently, this research considers the potential for new relationship formation embedded in SNS by examining the interplay between SNS and FtF friendship, specifically focusing on host national friends.
Social Networking Sites and FtF Friendship
When International students enter new cultural environments they build new FtF friendships with varying degrees of intimacy (strong/bonding vs. weak/bridging ties) and these distinctions affect the cross-cultural adaptation process in unique ways [39] . Granovetter [40] [41] explored the concept of weak ties to explain how individuals make social advancements by attaining new information and getting recruited into new groups. Weak ties with host nationals give international students the opportunity to learn the communication patterns of the host culture [1] , help individuals integrate into new cultural environments [42] , and having a varied bandwidth of host national friendship is linked to increased feelings of social connectedness [7] . In should be noted that when Granovetter presented the strength of weak ties theory, online social networks were nonexistent. Arguably, an international student has the ability to accumulate new weak tie host national connections through SNS at a much faster rate than in the past; connections that can be sustained by introducing a third, more recent type of social connection, latent ties, which have become more relevant with new media advances. A latent tie can be thought of as a tie for which a link is technically available but that has not yet been initiated by social interaction [43] . An important characteristic of latent ties is that they are not established by individuals, but through organizational structures, such as through internal email lists [43] . Other researchers expand the definition of latent ties using them to describe certain SNS friendships, i.e. individuals who someone met online through a SNS, individuals who someone has a passing awareness of, or individuals who someone has briefly met FtF [44] . Through SNS these latent ties have the potential to be converted into weak ties and/or strong ties [44] .
SNS give international students the ability to build relationships with host nationals that begin as latent ties, perhaps by searching on a SNS for individuals that they may have met in person at a social gathering or class, but were unable to strengthen the bond at the time [45] . Furthermore, participation in SNS social functions, such as Facebook groups, arguably provides students access to embedded latent ties. Additionally, Facebook is a media that promotes, facilitates, triggers, and influences new friendship development; however, this element is highly dependent on users' attitudes and perceptions [16] . Given the friendship nature inherent to SNS many scholars have examined the relationship between online and offline friendship patterns.
Research comparing SNS friendship networks and FtF friendship networks shows that, although these networks overlap whereby FtF friends are typically included among SNS friends, they tend to not mirror each other [14] [15] [46] . In general, SNS friendship networks expand but rarely regress because people usually do not break SNS ties. It is unlikely that individuals have the time and energy to invest in all SNS ties that they maintain [47] . Indeed, one study examining SNS usage found that Facebook use significantly predicted online bridging capital, but did not predict offline bridging capital [48] .
There is a strong argument that SNS increase international students' ability to connect to and communicate with host nationals and potentially build relationships through the online interface of SNS. However, it is still not clear if SNS use and the accumulation of more SNS host national friends leads to the development of more FtF host national friends in new cultural environments. 
Two Research Questions

Method
The current investigation uses a quantitative survey and longitudinal, prospective panel, technique to assess the same participants on two separate occasions [49] . Scholars analyzing the experiences of individuals crossing cultures emphasize the use of longitudinal research design [9] [22] [26] . By following a given sample of participants throughout a specific time period, researchers can more accurately document patterns in the cross-cultural adaptation process [1] . The current study also incorporates in-depth, qualitative interviews with a sample of the international students who completed the survey. Investigators refer to this specific mixed-method approach as triangulation, a method that produces two data sets and findings that converge on the same proposition [50] .
Mixed-Method Data Analysis
The current analytic approach examines the quantitative data using traditional null hypothesis significance testing setting the p value at 0.05; however each test reports the actual p values, the effect sizes, and confidence intervals [51] . The qualitative data is analyzed using a classic analytic coding procedure whereby participant answers are organized into variables using an excel spreadsheet [52] .
Finally, the results are combined at the interpretive level [53] . For example, the quantitative survey reveals the raw number of host national SNS friends an individual has, whereas in-depth interviews introduce context and demonstrate how the subjects feel about and value those particular relationships. One important element to address when conducting mixed-method, triangulation research is the sampling procedure.
Sampling Procedure
Considering the dichotomously different sampling characteristics inherent to quantitative and qualitative research this investigation employs a sequential mixedmethod procedure [54] . In this case, a QUAL-QUAN-QUAL sequence. First, the researcher used snowball or chain referral sampling [54] [55] to select universities and study abroad programs, arrange qualitative in-depth interviews with respective program directors, and gain access to international students. Due to the important distinctions in international student experiences across study abroad learning contexts [35] [56], the sampling goal was to recruit participants studying in a variety of different settings. Second, it incorporated a probability, selfselecting sampling procedure to achieve a representative sample of international students from each university. Third, for student in-depth interviews it used a purposive, systematic sampling procedure that selects only those international students who participated in the quantitative survey.
Research Context: Argentina
Argentina has a history of receiving foreign students. A 1956 UNESCO publication listed Argentina as the fourth ranked country in the world in terms of countries receiving foreign students from abroad. At the time Argentina reported 5000 -6000 students; the United States 35,000 -40,000; France 10,000 -20,000; and the UK 10,000 -14,000. According to this study, the number for Argentina is quite accurate, although the exact origin of the students is unclear, although it is likely that the majorities were from other Latin American countries [17] ; a trend that continues today with two out of three international students in Argentina being Latin American [18] . UNESCO's 2012 Global Flow of Tertiary students report does not include numbers for students studying in Argentina [57] , however in 2011 the Argentine Ministry of Education indicated on their official website that there were more than 50,000 foreign students studying in Argentina [58] , a number that had doubled since 2006 [18] [59] . These numbers, albeit unofficial, make Argentina host to the most international students in Latin America.
In 2006, the Argentine Ministry of Education created the Program for the Promotion of the Argentine University (PPUA) with the main goals of promoting Argentine university activities outside of Argentina, increasing the amount of international students in Argentina, and strengthening ties between National universities and local needs [60] . One activity that the PPUA initiated to achieve this goal is to provide funds for Argentine university administrators to represent their respective universities at international education fairs and conferences [59] .
The PPUA highlights the quality and affordability of Argentine higher education, the low cost of living and high quality of life in Argentina, varied cultural activities, diverse tourist offering, and opportunities to learn Spanish. Moreover, the PPUA and Argentine Ministry of Education have responded to this wave of other international students by launching a website that provides information regarding educational institutes, housing, cultural activities, immigration procedures, and other pertinent information that students might need upon arrival in Buenos Aires [58] . These features of the Argentine internationalization effort have likely contributed to the expansion of US study abroad programs in Argentina and influx of US students. US student numbers steadily rose from approximately 1200 to 4300 between the years 2000 and 2014, although the US student surge has leveled off in recent years [61] .
University Breakdown & Participants
International students were recruited from 10 different universities or US based study abroad centers in Buenos Aires (4 Argentine private universities, 3 public universities, and 3 US based study abroad centers). See Table 1 for international student population and sample by university. From these numbers it can be estimated that approximately 1358 international students received an email from their respective study abroad offices requesting their participation in a research project. The email introduced the nature of the research project, described the two-phase commitment, emphasized that participation was voluntary, and assured that all data would remain confidential. 146 students completed the online survey in Spanish or English two weeks after beginning classes; however several failed to participate again two weeks before classes finished, leaving a sample consisting of 105 international students, 81 (77%) were female and 24 (23%) were male. Research shows that a higher ratio of females to male, nearly 2 to 1, tends to study abroad for a variety of reasons [62] . Participants reported an av- 
New Media Use Questionnaire
The current study assessed SNS usage with an adapted Facebook intensity scale created to measure university students' SNS usage per day and friendship totals [37] . First, participants indicated if they use a SNS, how many minutes per day they spend on their SNS (capped at 500 minutes to ensure validity) [68] , and approximately how many friends they have (for the site that they use most often). Second, participants indicated how many of those friends were co-national, host national, and/or multi-national. Researchers comparing participant reports of Facebook friends and usage intensity with actual friend counts and usage intensity found high correlations for friends (r = 0.96) and moderately high correlations for intensity (r = 0.45) [68] .
Participants indicated if they use a video chat service (e.g. Skype) to keep in contact with individuals not in Buenos Aires. If they answered yes to the first question they subsequently reported approximately how many video calls they make per month and how many different people they call.
In-Depth Interview Questions
Researchers conducted in-depth interviews regarding new media use in Spanish and/or English with 34 international students who completed the online survey. 
Results
The results section contains two parts. The first part employs paired sampled t-tests in analyzing research question one concerning SNS and video chat usage patterns and changes over time. The second part employs correlation analysis to examine research question two which explores the relationship between SNS friends and FtF friendship networks. Each quantitative analysis is followed by descriptive in-depth interview findings.
New Media Usage Patterns
Research Facebook use, students also went into detail as to how they used Facebook for organizing both social and academic events, and in most cases students participate in several different groups. Most study abroad programs have a formal Facebook group to disseminate academic information regarding classes, registra-tion, and visa requirements. Students then typically arrange a separate student only group used for sharing social information. A US student explained this distinction:
Facebook is huge here, there are two groups, the whole program, directors, and visiting faculty for normal stuff and then the "kids group" for nightlife, that things always gettin' blown up with events, pictures, comments, whatever, the main way we communicate (…) I spend a whole lot more time on Facebook than ever before (Ref. 25) .
Students also organize more intimate groups; a German girl discussed her Facebook group with other German friends at her private university [5] , a US girl mentioned that the 14 students from her US university program had a special sub-group [12] , and a German girl studying at a public university discussed her two Facebook groups, one is a small group for playing music and cooking dinner and the other is for all the girls on her soccer team. She stated:
I don't know how everybody in Argentina uses Facebook, but the girls from my group write everything, everything, every little detail, and every thought (…) my soccer shoes smell really bad (…) and in Germany people don't share so much information (Ref. 33 ).
This particular student, Ref. Students also reported using SNS, specifically Facebook, to maintain contact with distant family and friends and in some cases described their use as divided between global and local relationships [7] [11] [25] . In terms of communication with distant family, the majority reported that video chat, particularly Skype, was the principal new media platform they used.
At the beginning of the semester 93% of students reported using video chat, they made an average of 21 (SD = 22; Mdn = 13) video calls per month to an average of 6.7 (SD = 4; Mdn = 5) different people. At the end of the semester 91% of students reported using video chat, they made an average of 17 (SD = 20; Mdn = 10) video calls per month to an average of 5. Some students reported using Skype almost every day [24] , others two to three times a week [30] [33] , and others use it, but less often [10] . Skype and Facebook were the unanimous choice for students in communicating with distant relationships. Table 2 shows these changes). There was a significant negative correlation between SNS usage at the end of the semester and increases in FtF host national friends r(100) = −0.21, p = 0.04, suggesting a relationship between students who spent less time on SNS at the end of the semester and increases in FtF host national friendships over time.
SNS Use, SNS Host National Friendship, and FtF Friendship
Second, Pearson's correlation coefficients showed no significant relationship between SNS host national friends and FtF host national friends at the beginning r(100) = 0.01, p = 0.93, nor at the end of the semester r(101) = −0.07, p = 0.50.
See Table 3 for all correlations at the beginning of the semester and Table 4 for all correlations at the end of the semester. Additionally, Pearson's correlation coefficients showed no significant relationship between SNS host national friends at the beginning of the semester and host national FtF increases over time r(100) = −0.12, p = 0.23; nor with SNS host national friends at the end of To further explore and explain these correlations the students were split into two groups according to university context; students at Argentine universities and students at US based study abroad centers. An independent samples t-test showed that at the beginning of the semester students studying at Argentine universities had significantly more SNS host national friends (M = 127, SD = 111) than students at US based study abroad centers (M = 57, SD = 70), t (70) Not all students reported this friendship pattern, another German girl at the same private university said that the Argentine friends that she had on Facebook were the same as her face-to-face Argentine friends (Ref. 2) . Indeed, not everybody uses Facebook the same way, nor has the same friending patterns [14] [69].
Discussion
Findings in regards to new media use among international students generally support parallel findings in existing literature [25] 
SNS Friendship vs. FtF Friendship
Data from this study indicate complex interactions between SNS and FtF friendships. First, there was no relationship between FtF host national friendship and SNS host national friendship. One major limitation of this study's design is that these data do not distinguish between SNS friends that students had before arriving in Buenos Aires and the friends that they added after arriving. However, given the average age (22 years) of the sample and semesters of post-secondary education completed (5 semesters) it is possible, albeit speculative, that participants added a high amount of their SNS host national friends after arriving in Buenos Aires. However, it is not reasonable to make this assumption for co-national and/or multi-national SNS friends. The number of SNS host national friends in the first 4.7 weeks was relatively large (109) however this number remained rather constant 3.7 months later when students reported (114). At the beginning of the semester international students reported an average of 4.29 FtF host national friends with the instructions of including both their strong and weak ties. The discrepancy in total SNS host national friends and FtF weak and strong tie host national friends could be attributed to the existence of many latent ties, ties that could technically be mobilized at any time. Ellison et al. [44] argue that Facebook gives users the ability to convert latent ties into weak ties; however data from this research do not suggest the conversion of latent SNS host national ties to FtF host national weak ties, an insight generated from the longitudinal analysis herein. International students may very well have numerous SNS host national friends, but this does not mean that they have more FtF host national friends or that SNS host national friends led to them developing more FtF host national friends.
Results did indicate several relationships between SNS friendships and FtF friendships when including co-national and multi-national variables in the analysis, suggesting that there is not a complete disconnect between online and offline friendship patterns. Students with more FtF co-national friends had fewer SNS host national friends, students with more FtF multi-national friends had more SNS host national friends, and students with more FtF host national friends had more SNS multi-national friends. Furthermore, when examining the university context students at Argentine universities reported significantly more SNS Argentine friends than students at US based study abroad centers. Facebook is generally considered a social network maintenance site where individuals maintain contacts initially made in face-to-face contexts [14] . Individuals with more FtF co-national friends will likely report less contact with host nationals [1] and consequently have fewer SNS host national friends. Using this line of reasoning it makes sense that those who have more FtF friendships and contact with more others (host national or other countries), will display this tendency online. Taken as a whole, our data suggest that SNS friends tend to be reflections of FtF friendship groups and not catalyst leading to new friendships.
New Media Use Patterns
By examining SNS and video chat usage longitudinally, this investigation provides insight into the effect of computer-mediated communication on distant relationships, and contributes to the discussion as to whether new media use detracts students from developing FtF host national relationships. Through SNS and video chat, students successfully maintained and in some cases enhanced distant relationships, a finding consistent with studies targeting other mediums.
For example, researchers found that mediated communication through telephone and the Internet neither improved nor detracted relational satisfaction and closeness [70] . Haythornthwaite [43] categorizes online exchanges as being as real as offline exchanges in terms of their impact on the tie and argues that it does not matter if the tie is maintained face-to-face or online, the relationship is what is important. McLuhan and McLuhan's Laws of Media theory [71] is particularly relevant here. SNS and video chat are mediums that enhance, intensify, and amplify human ability to maintain existing relationships. Although, individuals have limits as to the number of relationships that they can maintain [47] , and longitudinal analysis of video chat and SNS use in this study highlights this.
First, at the end of the semester students who spent less time on SNS reported an increase in FtF host national friends. Second, over the course of the semester, international students significantly reduced the number of people they called and number of video chat calls they made per month, and this latter decrease was correlated with increases in FtF host national friendship. The longitudinal nature of this finding implies that as international students developed new FtF host national friends in Buenos Aires they were either unable to maintain as many previous ties through video chat, or relied less on them for support. Thus, longitudinal analysis suggests that when international students arrive in a new cultural environment they both modify the specific new media platforms they use and intensify overall new media use, potentially reflecting initial transitional stress [13] . Over the course of the semester their new media use decreases, and this decrease is most likely with their global communication, a finding corroborating previous research [30] .
One important finding that arose during in-depth interviews was the promi- 
Host New Media Communication & Cross-Cultural Adaptation Theory
Although findings from this study do not indicate a direct relationship between SNS host national friends and FtF host national friends, they do not disregard the value of having SNS host national friends and participation in online communication with host nationals. Such activities may not inherently manifest in FtF friendship, however they do help students learn host national online communication patterns and behaviors. Research studies indicate that cultural differences exist in how individuals communicate online [74] , specifically self-disclosure [75] [76]. Yildiz [77] suggests that due to language anxiety Chinese international students in the UK tended to self-disclose more in online contexts than in face-to-face situations. Indeed, a German international student [33] commented on the difference between what her German counterparts disclose [26] , and providing access to host cultural information and resources [25] . The current study makes an important contribution to scholarly understanding of cross-cultural adaptation by specifically introducing longitudinal analysis to the "who a student communicates with" online [26] , while addressing Shuter's [20] call to reconfigure existing intercultural communication theories and include new media influences.
Implications for International Education Policy
There are two important international student well-being issues stemming from our research that international education professionals could consider when designing study abroad programming. First, in some cases study abroad programs create closed Facebook groups that only include co-national students from the program. Considering the function of new media for informational support seeking [25] and findings from the current study highlighting the central role that SNS groups played in international student social organization, it seems reasonable to encourage study abroad programs and international offices to recruit host nationals, include them in online groups, and urge them to participate.
Efforts to include host nationals in SNS groups may be particularly important for international students separated from host national students [79] . Institutionalized peer tutoring is one way that universities facilitate contact between international students and host nationals [80] and help make the transition process more positive [81] . To optimize the success of tutor programs, Campbell [81] recommends a combination of large group, small group, and one-on-one activities.
Findings from the current study suggest that interactions mediated by new media platforms would complement these offline activities and tutor programs in an important way.
Second, programs should make an effort to inform students during pre-departure training of the principal new media platforms commonly used in the new cultural environment. This would give students the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the most common cell phone apps, websites, and SNS used by host nationals.
Limitations & Directions for Future Research
The first important limitation in this study is that data does not indicate how re- The second important limitation is that students only reported information for the SNS that they used most often. During in-depth interviews, Facebook was unanimously the site that students used most often. However, SNS sites with other formats could potentially play a role in the friendship formation process.
For example, Couchsurfing is a social networking site for travelers in which participants meet online for the purpose of facilitating offline interaction [73] , whereas Facebook is generally used to maintain already established FtF relationships.
One of the students interviewed for this study [10] reported that his Couchsurf- 
Conclusion
The research reported above looked to document international student new media use over time, examine the relationship between SNS use and friendship pat- 
